
Five Essential Questions for Life 

May 27, 2012 ~ In honor of 2012 graduates 

 

My message today is in honor of our graduating seniors. So I will be 

speaking directly to teens and young adults. And I want you to receive 

this message as a charge in the presence of all these witnesses here today.   

This charge comes in the form of Five Essential Questions for Life:  

 

1. Who will you live your life for (Joshua 24)?  

 

This is a critical question that’s essential for you to wrestle with 

in your late teens and early twenties because these are the most 

formative years of your life.  

 

“Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and 

truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond 

the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.” Joshua 24:14 

 

� Josh. 24:1-13 ~ Reminder of God’s Faithfulness 

� Josh. 24:14-15 ~ Make calculated commitment  

 

Notice that the question is, choose who you will serve, 

not if you will serve? You will serve someone. Will it be 

the world (fear of man), yourself, other people, or God?  

 

This is the most critical season of life for you to determine who 

you will live your life for because the rest of your life will be 

profoundly influenced by the decisions you make in your teenage 

and early adult years.  

 

The sowing and reaping principle of Scripture applies to far more 

than money. The decisions and seeds you sow now, will 

determine what you reap later.  

 

The Nineteenth-century Pastor J.C. Ryle said, “Young man, do 

not be deceived. Do not think you can willfully serve yourself and 

your pleasures in the beginning of your life, and then go and 

serve God with ease at the end.”
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� Put a reserved sign on the affections of your heart  

(Josh. 24:16, 18, 19-24) 

 

Prov. 4:23 ~ Guard your heart with all diligence for from 

it flow the springs of life.  

 

Guard your heart when it comes to people, possessions, 

and prestige. Reserve your deepest affections for the 

Lord. And if you will give yourself to Him first, He will 

prepare you to give yourself to the right person and the 

right passions.  

 

� Be accountable (don’t drift from the church in your 

twenties) (Josh. 24:22, 25-27). 

 

Set yourself up for success. Surround yourself with 

people who will have a godly influence on you and guard 

you from turning to the right or the left.  

Josh 23:11, 14 —“So take diligent heed to yourselves to love the 

Lord your God…You know in all your hearts and all your souls 

that not one word of all the good words which the Lord your God 

spoke concerning you has failed; all have been fulfilled for you, 

not one of them has failed.”  

God is faithful. The world is not.  

God is all-sufficient. You are not.  

Choose carefully and choose decisively whom you will live your 

life for — who will you serve? 
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2. Who will you spend your life with? (Prov. 5:18) 
 

Prov. 5:18 —“…rejoice in the wife of your youth!”  
 

Obviously, the topic here is marriage.  

Next to treasuring Christ, this is the most important decision you 

will make in your life.  
 

You need to begin preparing for marriage long before you meet 

your future spouse.
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 Your heart can easily be swept away — but it 

can’t be easily taken back. And so it’s important that you 

determine ahead of time where you are willing to let your heart 

go. Be picky about your requirements for a mate.  
 

IT IS BETTER NOT TO MARRY THAN TO MARRY AMISS. 

The cure to loneliness is not to marry into strife. Choose your 

mate well.  
 

Here are some essentials I would urge you to look for in a mate 

(Fruit of the Spirit; Prov. 31): 
 

� Spiritual compatibility: marry “only in the Lord”          

(1 Cor. 7:9) 

--equally yoked: not just a believer, but someone who’s  

  values, passions, and dreams are aligned with yours.  

--It’s not enough for someone to just say they are a 

Christian. Look for someone who loves the Lord with    

their whole being (heart, soul, mind, strength ~ Matt. 

22:37). Life Principle: “He who loves God most, loves 

his spouse best”—Dean Johnson. 
 

� Humility—look for a spouse who displays genuine 

humility because it is the essential element in every other 

godly virtue. Life Principle: Humble people are safe 

people.  
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 Hebrews 13:4 ~ “Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage 

bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”  

� Honor: (cf. 1 Peter 3:7) 

--Prov. 18:12—“before honor comes humility.” If you  

want to marry an honorable man, marry a humble man.  

--Prov. 11:16—“a gracious woman attains honor” If you  

want to marry an honorable woman, marry a gracious 

woman.  

--HINT: Honor begins with parents.  

Eph. 6:2--“Honor your father and mother (which is the  

 first commandment with a promise, that it may be well  

with you, and that you may live long on the earth. If you 

want to marry into a blessing, look for a spouse who 

honors his/her parents.  

   

� Servanthood: When you put together humility and 

honor, the result is servanthood. True Christlikeness can’t 

exist without it, and marriages don’t flourish without it. 

Develop it and look for it.  
 

Parents: Teach your children to serve. If you don’t instill 

in them the value of servanthood, they will struggle with 

discouragement or anger. A person who doesn’t serve 

will be self-focused and will grow frustrated when the 

world refuses to serve them. But if they learn to serve, 

they will be spared a multitude of anxieties. 
 

Illus: If your children are grown, it’s not too late to 

influence them with your example. My dad is 76 years 

old and I can’t ever remember sitting down and having a 

conversation with him about servanthood. But in the last 

14 years, he has taught me what it really means to serve 

as he has cared for my mom in the advanced stages of 

MS.  

 

The fruit of a person’s life will not exceed their 

character (Prov. 31:31).  



Men: 

• Prov. 31:30—“Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a 

woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised.” 

• I Peter 3:4—“And let not your adornment be merely external-

- braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on 

dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the 

imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 

precious in the sight of God. 

• Modesty (speaks of character) 

Prov. 11:2—“As a ring of gold in a swine's snout, so is a 

beautiful woman who lacks discretion/modesty. 

1 Tim. 2:9-10—“ Likewise, I want women to adorn 

themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not 

with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but 

rather by means of good works, as befits women making a 

claim to godliness. 

• Respect for authority (1 Peter 3:1, 5; Eph. 5:22; I Cor. 11:10; 

1 Tim. 2:12) 

 

 Women: 

• Prov. 19:19 — If you rescue an angry man, you’ll only have 

to do it again. If you have to dance to his anger, don’t marry 

him (anger is a sign of self-centeredness).  

• Gentleness: “But flee from these things, you man of God; 

and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance 

and gentleness” (1 Tim. 6:11). (power under control) 

• Look for a man who is initiating spiritual leadership in your 

relationship and who has other men in his life that he can get 

below the surface with (Eph. 5:23). 

• I Cor. 13—Get very familiar with the biblical virtues of love. 

If it’s not displayed before the wedding, it won’t suddenly 

appear after the wedding.  

 

Listen to other people if they warn you about the relationship you are 

pursuing. “You can cry now because you’ve lost him, or you can cry 

later because you’ve got him.” (Allister Bagg) 

 

The best thing you can do for a healthy marriage is to aggressively pursue 

spiritual maturity, because your nearness to God affects your 

character, and character determines the quality of your relationships.  
 

3. What will you spend your life on? (Eccl. 11-12; Mark 8:33-36) 

 

What cause will you invest your life in?  

Eccl. 11:9 - 12:1 (NLT) ~ “Young man, it's wonderful to be 

young! Enjoy every minute of it. Do everything you want to do; 

take it all in. But remember that you must give an account to God 

for everything you do. So banish grief and pain, but remember 

that youth, with a whole life before it, still faces the threat of 

meaninglessness. Don't let the excitement of youth cause you to 

forget your Creator. Honor him in your youth before you grow 

old and no longer enjoy living. 

 

This is what I like to call a hotrod passage. You can run the 

throttle wide open and enjoy it, but you better know where the 

brakes are; you better see the guardrails before you hit them. Live 

your life with passion, but know your God-given limits of 

wisdom.  

 

Live your life to the fullest while you are young. Take advantage 

of your youthfulness. But remember, you will give an account for 

the choices you make. Don’t spend your life on what will only 

result in grief and pain later on. You’ve got to think ahead—don’t 

outrun your headlights! 

 

Sow now what you want to reap later. Jesus said that He came to 

give us abundant life (John 10:10). Pursue the greatest and most 

lasting pleasures of Christ while you are young.  

 

Don’t waste the best years of your life on foolish living.  

Invest your life in that which is worth dying for.  

 



Life Principle: To invest your life in what will last, you must spend your 

life on something far greater than you.  
 

So what should you spend your life on?  

Mark 8:34-36 ~ Jesus said, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, 

let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 

"For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever 

loses [spends] his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it. 

"For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and 

forfeit his soul?” 

 

There is nothing more enduring or significant to invest your life 

in than the Gospel. More important than choosing your 

occupation is finding your identity in Christ so that regardless of 

how you make a living, you can say with joy, “My life is Christ.”    

 

What will you spend your life on? Let God lead your heart.  

“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth” (Eccl. 12:1).  

 

4. What priorities will determine the quality of your life?   

(Psalm 119:9, 11, 165; 19:7-11; Joshua 1:8) 

Allow God’s Word to shape your priorities so you can live an 

abundant life. 

 

Psalm 119:9, 11 ~ “How can a young man keep his way pure? By 

keeping it according to Thy word…. Thy word I have treasured in 

my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.” 

 

Ps 119:165—“Those who love your law have great peace, and 

nothing causes them to stumble.”  

*Now that’s quality living!! (cf. Psalm 19:7-11) 

 

Josh 1:8—“This book of the law shall not depart from your 

mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may 

be careful to do according to all that is written in it; for then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success. 

The world cannot bless you—it does not have the power to give 

blessing, but God does. Allow God’s Word to shape your 

priorities so you can live an abundant life. Read it, study it, 

memorize it, obey it! Take delight in its richness.  

 

The quality of your life will be determined by the degree of God’s 

blessing on your life as you walk according to His Word.  

 

5. Who will you listen to throughout your life? (Prov. 1;   

Hebrews 3:15) 

Prov. 12:15—“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But a wise man 

is he who listens to counsel.” (cf. Prov. 11:14; 15:22).  

 

So who will you listen to? (multitude of voices) 

 

� Obviously, the most important voice for you to discern 

throughout life is God’s voice.  

 

Prov. 21:30—“there is no wisdom and no understanding and no 

counsel against the LORD (cf. Prov. 19:21) 

 

Psalm 1:1-3—“How blessed is the man who does not walk in the 

counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in 

the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 And he will be like a 

tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in 

its season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, 

he prospers. 

 

� There’s another voice that God wants to use in your life right 

now, and that’s the voice of your parents/grandparents.  

 

Prov. 1:8-9—“Hear, my son, your father's instruction, And do 

not forsake your mother's teaching; Indeed, they are a graceful 

wreath to your head, And ornaments about your neck. 

 



I know that your parents aren’t perfect. I know they haven’t parented you 

perfectly or communicated with you perfectly.
3
 I realize that there may 

be some static between you and your parents during these years of change 

and transition. But I urge you to listen through the static. They really do 

love you, and you really do need their wisdom now more than ever. 

 

Choose godly counsel. Consider the advice of your parents and lean on 

the wisdom of God’s Word.  

 

Your response to all that I have said today will be determined by how you 

answer the very first question: “Who will you live your life for?” 

Answering this question will have the greatest impact on  

� Who you spend your life with 

� What you spend your life on 

� Choosing priorities for the quality of your life 

� Choosing godly counsel  

 

So I leave you with this charge from Joshua 24:15: choose today whom 

you will serve.  

   

Heb. 3:7-8—“Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your heart.” 

 

Graduates, God bless you — and He will as you serve Him with all your 

heart! 

Prayer: 2 Chronicles 16:9a 

Benediction: I Timothy 4:12 

Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, 

love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe. 
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 So hard to listen during these years because part of the maturing process is 

learning to think for yourself. But it’s essential that as you are learning to think 

for yourself, you remain teachable so that you can have a life of wisdom rather 

than just experience.  


